
 
March 20, 2020 
 
Dear DCS Community, 
 
Thank you so much for the messages of encouragement and support that we’ve received over 
the last few days.  Your prayers are powerful and mean a great deal to us, our community and 
nation.  Please know that you all, every member of the DCS community, are in the prayers of 
staff and DCS leadership.  
 
Tuesday’s announcement by the Ministry of Education that schools will temporarily suspend 
in-class instruction does not change the fact that God loves our kids, has a plan for their lives, 
and that DCS will continue working towards our mission to care for and nurture the whole child - 
the spiritual, mental, physical, and emotional.  We know that God will continue to give us 
opportunities to do this. 
 
The health and wellbeing of our students are of utmost importance, as is the wellbeing of our 
team of dedicated educators. Care needs to come before learning.  Reach out to one another 
via phone or video chat, and please use social distancing measures if you are around others. 
Staff will be reaching out to all students and families the week of March 30, 2020. 
 
Spring Break Extension 
As noted in my March 17, 2020 communication, DCS has extended spring break for students by 
one week, through March 29, 2020, in order to give us time to implement plans based on 
today’s government announcement and to clarify the government’s expectations related to 
providing in-school services to students and families.  
 
Plan to Ensure Continuity of Learning 
We are in the process of shifting temporarily to a hybrid model of providing Christian education. 
At this point that will include online learning, teleconferencing, some door-to-door supports, and 
limited in-school services (following government health regulations).  In-school services will be 
optional, with a limited number of students as per government guidelines, and will be evaluated 
on a case by case basis. Significant consideration will be given to families who work in jobs 
deemed “essential”, families with no capacity to engage in distance learning, as well as other 
unique situations.  We truly appreciate your patience as we continue planning for this shift. 
 
Although there will be fewer people at the physical school building, DCS will not be closed; 
rather, staff will be in place and working - some at school and some from home - practicing 
appropriate social distancing.  
 
Financial and Food Supports 
For families who may find it difficult to put food on the table, or if you have other unique needs, 
we want to help. Thank you to those who have already reached out to us to share your areas of 



need.  Please don't hesitate to contact us. You may message a staff member, Lyne Williams 
(lwilliams@duncanchristian.com), or Sandra Griffiths (office@duncanchristian.com).  
 
DCS is a non-profit Christian organization. Your tuition fees help us provide the staff and 
resources that allow us to offer an integrative Christian education for students and form a 
community that strives to show love and care for all our students. They also contribute to 
alleviating poverty and sharing the love of Jesus in the Cowichan Valley and around the world. 
Please know that especially in times like this, the school works actively to support those in need.  
 
At the same time, we understand that these exceptional times may have a negative financial 
impact on your family. We desire to support families who may be enduring financial hardship. To 
help, DCS asks families who are in financial need or experiencing financial hardship as a result 
of the COVID-19 situation to please contact Stacey Green, Bookkeeper, at 
sgreen@duncanchristian.com.  Stacey will help you access the tuition relief that we hope will 
alleviate some of the financial pressures you may currently be feeling.  
 
Where do we find hope? 
We have hope in Jesus, that He will redeem and restore our broken world.  Our hope is not just 
an abstract, distant hope. It is real and concrete, and beautifully articulated in this statement: 
 
What is your only hope in life and death? 
That I am not my own, 
but belong with body and soul, 
both in life and in death, 
to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ. 
He has fully paid for all my sins 
with his precious blood, 
and has set me free 
from all the power of the devil. 
He also preserves me in such a way 
that without the will of my heavenly Father 
not a hair can fall from my head; 
indeed, all things must work together 
for my salvation. 
Therefore, by his Holy Spirit 
he also assures me 
of eternal life 
and makes me heartily willing and ready 
from now on to live for him. 
(Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A #1) 
 
 
God is good, all the time. 
 
 
Jeremy Tinsley, M.Ed 
Principal 
jtinsley@duncanchristian.com 
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