NEWSLETTER

January 10, 2018
Which Path Will You Choose:
burgers, bacon and eggs and more to hungry hikers along the
DCS Remembers Monique Knighton of “Chez Monique”
trail. They also provided emergency shelter to hikers in distress,
By Jeremy Tinsley, Principal and in one particularly nasty storm, they somehow crammed 40
hikers under their tarps and into their very rustic cabin. Monique
reportedly gave the hiking boots off her feet to a needy backpacker.
On December 31, 2017, Monique passed away from complications of health issues she’s endured for years. She was 78
years old.

The first time I hiked all 75km of the beautiful, grueling West
Coast Trail from Bamfield to Port Renfrew I packed far too much
weight and ended up with a knee that ached painfully during
each step. The pain became intense on day three or four of our
backpacking trip, which also turned out to be the day I first met
Monique Knighton, who ran an unofficial, unregulated but very
much appreciated hikers restaurant under some tarps and driftwood lumber on a beach along the trail.
I recall trudging with my failing knee onto a huge, sandy beach
where I saw clear plastic tarps with plastic tables underneath
and being very happy to throw my backpack to the sand and
rest on an actual chair. We take things like chairs for granted in
our everyday lives, but on the WCT a chair is a gift! I quickly
wolfed down probably the most delicious cheese burger I’ve
ever had.

Many DCS students, both past and present, experienced the
hospitality and servant-heart of Monique Knighton during our
annual hike of the WCT with our grade 11 class. Monique
taught us that making the most money, climbing the career ladder, and acquiring material possessions are not what’s most
important in life. Monique taught us that life can be hard, that
often the right path that God sets before us is the most difficult,
but that it’s important to persevere.
Hebrews 12:1-2 says, “Let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith.”
Life often feels like a race, but it’s one that Jesus has planned
out for us and a race that he’s already run. Jesus knows the
pressures we face. This year, I pray that like Monique Knighton
of Chez Monique, you all have the courage to take the path that
might not be the easy one, but is the right one. Take time to
grow in your relationship with Jesus, give him a chance to work
on your heart, and give thanks for the many blessings he provides each day.

The owners of this establishment were Monique and her husband, Peter. They had lived on this extremely isolated and rugged beach, accessible only by a 45 minute - 2 hour boat ride,
depending on weather, for around 25 years. It was not an easy
life. Without indoor plumbing, electricity, or road access, the
basic comforts of life we take for granted were largely absent; I
suppose Monique knew intuitively that the easy life isn’t necessarily the best life.
For years, Monique, Peter and their daughter Sandi served
We confess that Christ is Lord of all and He calls us, in community, to equip students for a life of discipleship as stewards of His creation.

SECONDARY SCHOOL SKI TRIP

DCSS Annual Ski Trip on Monday, January 29, 2018
Rates vary from $47 to $93.50 for tubing, snowboarding or skiing, including
bus transportation.
Forms and fees are due Friday, January 19. Late forms may or may not be
accepted due to seat availability on the bus.
For more information contact the secondary office or Brenton Rae:
brae@duncanchristian.com
SCHOLASTIC JANUARY FLYERS
Scholastic Flyers for January have gone home already, if you are wanting to
place an order, orders are due in on Thursday, January 18. Please make
cheques payable to D. Carpentier. Proceeds from Scholastic go to replenishing the school and classroom libraries.

WARMLAND TOWEL DRIVE PROJECT

January 12

Grade 3/4 FT to Bings Creek
Mulgrave Cross-Zone SrGrls Bball

January 12-13

BC Christian Jr Boys Bball@Unity
BC Christian Jr Girls Bball@DCS
BC Christian Sr Boys Bball@PA
Cow. Sr Girls Bball Tournament

January 19-20

BC Christian Gr 8 Boys Bball MEI

January 23

Secondary Skating @ ISC

January 24

Literacy Day—Elementary

January 29

Secondary Ski Day
Secondary Turn Around Day

February 2

Kindergarten Open House

February 8

Secondary Report Card

February 9

Pro D Day—No Classes

February 12

Family Day—School Closed

February 13

VI Professional Development
Day—No Classes

March 10

DCS Gala 2018

Grade 3 and 4 want to THANK YOU all for the overwhelming support we
had through our Warmland towel drive project. We collected close to 150
towels! The staff at the shelter were totally overwhelmed by the gifts we
brought. They will be used for a very long time to help take care of our community's homeless. We also want to thank Superstore, Bibles For Missions,
and the Salvation Army for their support.
GRADE 6 AND 7 MARKET DAY
A HUGE MARKET DAY THANK YOU!
Grade 6 and 7 would like to thank all of you who showed such overwhelming
support of our Market Day in December. We were absolutely moved to see
the students who worked so hard be honoured by your words and kindness
as you purchased items.
Parents, thank you for supporting your child in this endeavor. We know there
were bumpy patches at times, but the results of the learning through those
times have already paid back in multitudes!
Thank you to our local entrepreneurs who spoke with students and provided
micro loans to our students: John Close of Lush EcoLawns and Gardens,
Mike and Tracy Bazinet of MB4 Construction, Marius and Joyce Popma of
Popma Landscaping, Dustin Dollman of DDT Drumline and Dave and Marilyn
Smith of CleanSweep Services.
We would also love to take the time to thank the staff that had a hand in making this day a success...mostly Mrs. Holmes, Mrs. King, Mrs. Lang, Mrs. Fernandez, Mrs. Hill, and Mr. Baines not to mention the staff who willingly gave
advice, materials and space to help our students out.
With gratitude, Mrs. Morris and Mrs. Nederlof

Future Dates :
PLC Friday and Early Dismissal (12:30pm):
March 2, May 11.
Pro D Days—School Closed: February 9 and 13, April 20
Spring Break March 17 - April 2
Secondary End Of Year Dates:
June 14 Secondary Awards Ceremony
June 15 Last day of High School Classes
June 18-22 Secondary Study & Summer School Wk
June 18-25 Secondary Exams
June 26 Grade 12 Graduation
Elementary End Of Year Dates:
June 20 Grade 7 Recognition Evening
June 21 Elementary Last Day of Classes

DCS PRAYER GROUP
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective”
James 5:16.
DCS Prayer Group will be spending time each week in prayer for our students, staff, families, and community. If you would like to join us, we meet
from 8:30-9:30am on Thursday mornings in the secondary school.
CHRISTMAS and BIRTHDAY CARD RECYCLING
Please save your Christmas and birthday cards for the elementary school,
we will recycle them in many different classroom craft projects during the
school year.

SCHOOL CHAPELS
ELEMENTARY
Wednesdays at 1:20pm
Elementary Gymnasium
Families are welcome to join us.
January 17—Upper and Lower Grade Chapels
January 24—K-7 Literacy Week
January 31—Upper and Lower Grade Chapels
As special events sometimes change the time
for chapel, you may want to call the school office to check before you come.
SECONDARY
Wednesdays at 11:00am
Pentecostal Church

STUDENT ABSENCE
Please call or email the school offices if your
children will be away for the day or part of the
day. Absences need to be excused by a parent
or guardian.
Elementary at office@duncanchristian.com or
Secondary at
jvw@duncanchristian.com
Thank you.

WINTER ROADS—SCHOOL CLOSURE
INFORMATION
When snow or severe winter weather is in the forecast, you can find out if there is a school
closure by:
A.) Checking Jeremy Tinsley’s Twitter feed:
https://twitter.com/jertinsley (you don’t have to sign
up for Twitter to view his posts) or follow him on
Twitter@JerTinsley to receive regular
notifications about other great stuff happening at
DCS. Post by 6:15am.
B.) Alternatively, you can listen to the radio if you
have access to 89.7 Juice FM, or check the DCS
facebook page.
Please note: Phone calls will not be made home in
the event of a school closure due to extreme winter
weather and road conditions.

School Theme: You Belong
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to
bring praise to God. (Romans 15:7)

If the closure happens while school is in session, an
announcement will be made to 89.7 Juice FM,
Twitter, as well as phone calls home to parents to
pick up their children. Phone calls will first be made
to bus students and then to non-bus student families.

DCSS DRAMA PRODUCTION
The cast of the upcoming DCS drama production is excited to present Narnia: The Musical. We will be performing at the Cowichan
Performing Arts Center on May 4th and 5th, with tickets on sale, available now.
Based on C.S. Lewis’s book, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, the story follows four young British children who stumble into
the mythical land of Narnia. They soon learn that this land is held captive by a never ending winter. They then discover that they
are the key to freeing Narnia from its curse, and must decide if they will risk their lives to help.
We are bringing something new this year. As well as the two evening showings, we will also be performing a matinee the afternoon of Saturday the 5th. Our Director, Greg Hollett, intends to make the matinee more family friendly, with an earlier showtime
and less intensity in a few scenes, all the while keeping the magic of the original.
Starting this January, practices are ramping up, and we are working hard to display the magic of the story, the innocence, the
treachery, the redemption. And we are all looking forward to sharing these themes with you.
By Pierson Atsma

DCS CHARGERS’ SPORT NEWS!
BCCSSAA JUNIOR GIRLS BASKETBALL JANUARY 12, 13, 2018
FRI. JAN. 12, 2018

Duncan Christian

Island Savings Centre

2:00 pm

Game 1

Duncan vs. Surrey

Game 2

Credo vs. Carver

3:30 pm

Game 3

Abbotsford vs. Richmond

Game 4

Langley vs. Pacific Academy

4:45 pm

Devotions at both

5:30 pm

Game 5

Pacific Christian vs. W1

Game 6

L1 vs. L2

7:00 pm

Game 7

W3 vs. W4

Game 8

L3 vs. L4

SAT. JAN. 13, 2018

Duncan Christian

School (DCS)

Island Savings

Centre (ISC)

9:00 am

Game 10

L5 vs. L7

Game 9

L8 vs. L6

10:30 am

Game 11

W5 vs. W2

Game 12

W6 vs. W8

12:00 pm

Game 13

W10 vs. L11

Game 14

W9 vs. L10

1:30 pm

Game 15

W11 vs. W7

Devotions at both

KEEPING IN TOUCH

PLC AFTERNOONS

DRESS CODE FOR K-12

The school newsletter will be sent out the
first and third Wednesday of every month
during the school year to keep our community
informed about school programs, dates and
special events and so on.

PLC refers to our efforts to create a
“Professional Learning Community” that is
dedicated to continuous improvement in students’ learning. At DCS, it is our Vision to
“strive to meet the needs of every child...”
In striving to fulfill this vision, DCS will have
early dismissals on some Fridays throughout
the school year. This time will be used by
staff to explore themes and issues that will
lead to direct improvement in teaching practices. By improving teaching practices we
will be able to achieve a central purpose of
our professional learning community, which is
to improve student learning.

In recent years the clothing industry has exploited the liberal attitudes in society toward
morality and has “increasingly relied on the
explicit sexualization of both men and women
to sell products.” (Sexualized Images in
Advertising by Jane Tallim Media Awareness Network May 2003). This trend is manifested in the cultural acceptance of low cut
jeans and exposed midriffs in young women
and in the various messages silk-screened on
t-shirts. The underlying principles of the DCS
dress code are respect for self and others,
propriety, humility and modesty.

Newsletters are sent home via email. For
those families who do not have email or who
request a paper copy, a paper copy will be
sent home backpack express with your
youngest child. Special events and dates are
often missed due to newsletters not being
read, so be sure to look for it!
DCS’ website

www.duncanchristianschool.ca
Elementary teachers will send home classroom newsletters, or will have a classroom
website to keep in touch.
For secondary students an excellent communication tool is MyEducationBC, a webbased tool to check homework, find out about
missed school work, be informed about important dates, and student grades.
Please consider joining our Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts to keep informed
of school events and more!

We also have Professional Development
days in November and February when there
will be no classes for students.
The PLC dates and any school closure dates
can be found in the newsletter’s calendar as
well as on our website.

PARKING LOT PROCEDURES
MORNING DROP-OFF PROCEDURE
Please use the Beech Avenue entrance to
drop-off and pick up your child(ren). Upon
entering the school grounds in the morning,
turn left to drop off elementary students, using
the traffic circle and pulling up to the fence to
drop off your child(ren). For secondary students, turn right upon entering the school
grounds and head towards the secondary
entrance. If you need more time to drop off
your child(ren) please turn right upon entering
the parking lot and park across from the secondary building away from the traffic circles.

DCS Student Dress - Personal clothing is a
matter of individual taste; however, how students dress reveals much about their attitude
toward life and their respect for themselves,
their peers and for God. Students should
dress appropriately for school with emphasis
on neatness, cleanliness and modesty.
While dress need not be formal, it should not
be recreation or beachwear casual. Keep it
comfortable and appropriate to the school
setting. The following is given as a guideline:

 All shirts must have sleeves. Sleeveless
shirts and tank tops are not permitted,
unless worn over top of a sleeved shirt (for
example, a student might wear a basketball jersey on top of a t-shirt).

 Pajamas are not appropriate wear for
school.

 Flip Flops are not appropriate footwear for
elementary school. Socks must be worn
with secure fitting athletic sandals.

AFTER SCHOOL PICK-UP
In the afternoon we revert to the parking
spaces for the full length of the parking lot.
We ask that you back in to your parking
spot please.
A reminder that the parking lot off Chesterfield
Street is for staff parking only and not for drop
off or pick up of students. Also, secondary
students who drive to school are to park
against the fence or in the Pentecostal parking lot.

 Shirt collar/neckline must cover cleavage.

SECONDARY TIMETABLE
08:30
Warning bell

ELEMENTARY TIMETABLE
08:30
Warning bell

 Undergarments are not to be showing

08:35 - 09:59 Block 1

08:30 - 09:15 (45min) Block 1

09:59 - 10:07 Morning break

09:15 - 10:00 (45 min) Block 2

10:07 - 11:25 Block 2
11:25 - 12:06 Lunch

10:00 - 10:20
Recess-Snack
10:20 - 11:05 (45 min) Block 3

12:06 - 01:24 Block 3

11:05 - 11:50 (45 min) Block 4

01:24 - 01:32 Afternoon Break

11:50 - 12:35 (45 min) Block 5

01:32 - 02:50 Block 4

12:35 - 01:20

If you want to find out more about DCS happenings please contact:
Beverlee Caron
Manager of Communications and Marketing
bcaron@duncanchristian.com
250-746-3654 ext. 2113

BELL SCHEDULE

Lunch

01:20 - 02:05 (45min) Block 6
Wednesday chapel schedule slightly different - lunch break approximately 11:55-12:27

02:05 - 02:50 (45min) Block 7

The warning bell for both schools will ring at 8:30am, with the first class beginning at 8:35am.
Students are considered late if they are not in their desks at 8:35am.
Students will be dismissed for the day at 2:50pm, except on PLC early dismissal days when
students will be dismissed at 12:30pm.

 Bottom of shirt must at least touch top of
pants. Midriffs are not to be seen.

 Skirts and shorts are to be no shorter than
mid-thigh. You must be able to sit and
bend appropriately.

 Offensive slogans or pictures are not permitted (i.e. alcohol, drug, sex, bad language…)

 Secondary students may wear hats and
hoodies appropriately during school
hours. Any student wearing a hat that either has an inappropriate message, or is
worn inappropriately, will be asked to remove it.

 Regulations regarding dress and hairstyles in the shop, home economics lab,
and science labs must be followed to ensure safety.

 Students will be provided with appropriate
clothing if they cannot produce it themselves.

 Repeated offenses will result in a meeting
with administration.

