NEWSLETTER

Living with Thankful Hearts
Jeremy Tinsley, Principal

thrown away. They don’t wear safety vests, they don’t wear
hard hats, they don’t even wear gloves. They’re there trying
to collect enough recyclable plastic containers to earn between $6 and $10, not per hour, but for the entire day.
I’d visited the garbage dump last year as well, and was thankful that this year there were fewer people who were living
there, largely because of the positive impact a local pastor is
having in the area. However, I was disturbed to see about 60
pigs living and digging through the garbage right alongside
the people we met. The pigs have been living there and eating the garbage that they find. I found it very troubling that
these pigs were working right alongside the people there,
sharing the same piles of garbage. The people paid no attention to the pigs and often were digging through the garbage
right next to the pigs, which paid no attention to them.

Thanksgiving has come and gone for another year, and like
many of you, I celebrated it with my family, as well as a delicious deep-fried turkey, cooked by my brother-in-law without explosions or need for the fire department! Success!

I couldn’t stop thinking that those people I saw working in the
garbage dump of San Quintin must feel like their lives are
equal to those pigs.

As part of Thanksgiving we are often asked to think about
something, someone, or a situation for which we want to give
thanks. This question took new meaning for me after returning from eight days in Mexico with 37 of the grade 12 students.
One of the most vivid memories I have of this year’s Mexico
trip is seeing people, including a 16 year old girl, climbing
over and digging through piles of garbage that make up the
dump in San Quintin, Mexico. The garbage dump is nothing
like we see here in Canada. It’s not organized in any way,
there are no bins to throw in different types of garbage. There
are no hired workers there to ensure everything is done safe- We handed out food and water to the people, with the pigs
ly and in a way that minimizes damage to people and the en- walking so close to us they were almost brushing against our
vironment.
legs, but paying no real attention to us.
There, in San Quintin, people just drive in and dump their
garbage along the side of a gravel road. It smells terrible, it
looks horrible, and it’s a disgusting place to be. And yet
among these piles and piles of garbage, people who can find
no other work, no other way to earn a few dollars a day,
spend their days digging through the stuff that others have

And then, just a week or so later, we celebrate Thanksgiving
and we read 1 Thessalonians 5, which says, “In everything,
give thanks, for this is the will of Jesus for you,” and I’m left
wondering, what do those people working the garbage dump
of San Quintin for a few dollars a day have to be thankful for?
Continued on page 2

We confess that Christ is Lord of all and He calls us, in community, to equip students for a life of discipleship as stewards of His creation.

Certainly, not material things, not fancy phones, great clothes or shoes, or other material things that we enjoy and probably
place way too much importance on. When Marcos, the staff member from One Life One Chance who was with us at the dump
asked one of the people in Spanish what we could pray for, he asked us to pray for his family. His family. That was why he
was there - he was trying to earn a few dollars to help provide food and shelter for his family.
He was thankful for his family, just as I am thankful for mine. Family is gift that God gives us. It’s a gift that may let us down,
that may hurt us and bring us joy, but it isn’t to be taken for granted.
Just as we encouraged students and DCS staff to share the love of Jesus by serving others during Missions Week, may our
homes be places where we as parents model and encourage our children to serve our family members with love and thankful
hearts.
DCS CHARGERS’ SPORT NEWS!

Chargers Volleyball
This past weekend our Senior Boys team was very competitive at the VIU DCS Sr. Boys
at VIU tournament:
Match #1 lost in 3 to Belmont(Victoria) 25 - 22, 15 - 25, 8 - 15
Match #2 beat Ucluelet in 3 (Island challenger) 25 - 18, 14 - 25, 15 - 8
Match #3 Lost to Dover Bay(Nanaimo) in 2 21 - 25, 17 - 25
Play-offs Match #4 lost to Mark Isfeld(Courtenay in 220 - 25, 21 - 25
Match #5 beat Bodwell(North Vancouver) in 3 25 - 23, 18 - 25, 15 - 8
Match #6 lost to Royal Bay(Victoria) in 2 14 - 25, 14 - 25
Finished tied for 7th
Congrats Boys on a very positive start to the season!
Congrats also to Matt Brandsma for being selected as a VIU Tournament All-star
Also, This past weekend…
Our Senior Girls Volleyball team played at the very competitive Camosun College tournament. Our team defeated a strong Spectrum team from Victoria in Pool play on Friday
in 2 straight sets. In play-off action, our team had a great match against Princess Margaret Secondary of Surrey losing in 2 close hard fought sets. In our team’s final match of
the tournament, we met up with a Spectrum team that was looking for revenge. Spectrum had a slight edge in play and this time won the match.
Here is the link to the full Camosun results:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/14LgPj5AKvAl7mqygnZ3FTM_SQ2x1HGz5_raoC4cH0lk/edit?usp=sharing
Congrats to our boys soccer team - they had many strong performances at their
first ever BC Christian tournament!
They defeated Highroad and then lost to Surrey Christian causing a 3 way tie in the pool.
DCS had a hard fought battle to Langley Christian losing by one goal 1 - 2
More results coming....
DCS Jr Girls Invitational Volleyball Tournament
Our Junior Girls played great volleyball this past weekend. The thrilling 3 set victory over Ladysmith 25 - 22, 20 - 25, 15 - 13 was the key to a
BRONZE MEDAL FINISH!

The World Famous Harlem Crowns are coming to town to play the Duncan Christian Senior Girls and Boys Chargers basketball
teams on Monday, October 23. Mark your Calendars!
Concession and Doors Open at 5:00 PM
Game Time: 7:00 PM
Please buy your tickets asap. They are available at either school
office or from a basketball player.
Tickets: $9.00 in advance or $10.00 at the door. CHILDREN UNDER
6 get in FREE!
CONCESSION Take the family out to dinner before the game!
Klaas and Alice Storteboom are going to be offering the following
great food combos at great prices:
1. Hamburger, Potato chips and a drink (pop, water,
hot chocolate or coffee)
2. Sausage on a Bun, Potato chips and a drink (pop, water,
hot chocolate or coffee)
3. Hotdog, Potato chips and a drink(pop, water, hot chocolate
or coffee)
All proceeds from the Concession go to "Outreach Ministries" Specifically…CARTS “Christian Actions Reflecting The Spirit".
Our Mission is to feed, embrace, and inspire others with the Spirit of
God.
We believe that everyone deserves to be fed, embraced, and treated
with dignity and non-judgmental respect. Our passion is to reach out
to others in love and with compassion, following in the footsteps of
Jesus and by His example.
CARTS Outreach aims to help homeless people by listening, providing a meal, a drink, and some clothes if needed.
Tom Veenstra (KTEJV) Athletic Director Duncan Christian
School 250-746-3654(Ext. 2120), 250-510-PE11 (cell) ...whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things Philippians 4:8
STORTEBOOM’S FAMOUS SMOKED PORK SAUSAGES
Once again we are able to offer the famous Storeboom’s smoked pork sausages for sale as a fundraiser for the Mexico House
Building 2018. These sausages are gluten and dairy free, 8 sausage links per packages for $8.00. All orders need to be in by
Friday, November 3rd with payment made payable to DCS. Orders can be picked up at our Annual DCS Christmas Bazaar on Friday, November 19th. Order forms will be sent home with elementary students, attached to newsletter email or found at either
school office.
GRADE 3 AND 4 WHITE ELEPHANT SALE
DCS annual bazaar is coming next month!
Grade 3 and 4's are collecting items for their white
elephant sale.
We are hoping for things to sell like, household items, good toys, jewelry,
books and other saleable items. Please bring items to the grade 3/4
rooms. Thanks so much!
GET A FREE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES FOR YOUR KINDERGARTEN STUDENT DURING THE 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR
Eye See...Eye Learn is a program that provides kindergarten students with a comprehensive eye exam from a participating B.C.
Eye doctor of optometry. If required, kindergarten students will also receive one free pair of eyeglasses. Brochures for this program will be going home with kindergarten students this week and also will be available from the elementary office.
CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS
We also collect Campbell Soup labels for another local charity. Labels can be dropped off at either school office.
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CALENDAR
October 19

Earth Drill: Great Canadian Shake Out BC
October 20

PLC Early Dismissal (12:30)
October 20-21

BC Christian Sr. Boys and Sr. Girls Vball Tournament
October 23

Harlem Crowns Basketball
October 27

Harvest Day Elementary

Kindergarten and Grade 1 FT to Sunridge
October 27-28

DCS Cowichan Sr. Girls Vball Tournament
November 3

BC Christian Jr. Girls Vball MEI

Cowichan High Sr. Girls Vball Tournament

DCS Sr. Boys Volleyball Tournament

PLC Early Dismissal
November 8

Island Boys A Volleyball Championship
November 10

End of Secondary Term 1
November 13

School Closed for Rembrance Day
November 15

Grade 5 Indoor Soccer
November 16

Retakes
November 17

Island Girls A Volleyball Championship 2017

Christmas Bazaar
November 27

Annual General Meeting 7:30pm

SUITCASES
We are looking for donations of large suitcases for the next year's Mexico
Mission Trip? Please contact the Secondary office if you can help.
SCHOOL REFUNDABLE BOTTLE RECYCLING
Do you have any refundable beverage containers lying around the house?
Why not donate them to the Duncan Christian School Grade 12 Missions Trip
2017! For pick up, please call either school office.
Also the Mission trip students have an account at the Bottle Depot called
Duncan Christian School Mexico Mission. Anyone can return bottles to the
depot (and mention the account before computer entry of returns begins) to
help fund all mission students to Mexico in September!
Thank you for your support.
PRESCHOOL
DCS Preschool still has spots available. Contact the elementary office or
Darlene Brandsma. dbrandma@duncanchristian.com
SCHOOL ABSENCE
Please call or email the school offices if your children will
be away for the day or part of the day. Absences need to
be excused by a parent or guardian.
Elementary at office@duncanchristian.com or
Secondary at jvw@duncanchristian.com

SCHOOL CHAPELS
ELEMENTARY
Wednesdays at 1:20pm
Elementary Gymnasium
Families are welcome to join us.
October 25—Upper and Lower Grade Chapels
November 1– Upper and Lower Grade Chapels
Friday, November 10—K-12 Remembrance Day
As special events sometimes change the time for
chapel, you may want to call the school office to
check before you come.
SECONDARY
Wednesdays at 11:00am

Future Dates :
PLC Friday and Early Dismissal (12:30pm):
October 20, November 3 and 24,
December 22, March 2, May 11.
Pro D Days—School Closed:
February 9 and 13, April 20
Parent/Teacher Conferences—No Classes:
December 1
Elementary Christmas Concert: December 21
Christmas Break
December 23 - January 7
Spring Break
March 17 - April 2

KEEPING IN TOUCH

PLC AFTERNOONS

DRESS CODE FOR K-12

The school newsletter will be sent out the
first and third Wednesday of every month
during the school year to keep our community
informed about school programs, dates and
special events and so on.

PLC refers to our efforts to create a
“Professional Learning Community” that is
dedicated to continuous improvement in students’ learning. At DCS, it is our Vision to
“strive to meet the needs of every child...”
In striving to fulfill this vision, DCS will have
early dismissals on some Fridays throughout
the school year. This time will be used by
staff to explore themes and issues that will
lead to direct improvement in teaching practices. By improving teaching practices we
will be able to achieve a central purpose of
our professional learning community, which is
to improve student learning.

In recent years the clothing industry has exploited the liberal attitudes in society toward
morality and has “increasingly relied on the
explicit sexualization of both men and women
to sell products.” (Sexualized Images in
Advertising by Jane Tallim Media Awareness Network May 2003). This trend is manifested in the cultural acceptance of low cut
jeans and exposed midriffs in young women
and in the various messages silk-screened on
t-shirts. The underlying principles of the DCS
dress code are respect for self and others,
propriety, humility and modesty.

Newsletters are sent home via email. For
those families who do not have email or who
request a paper copy, a paper copy will be
sent home backpack express with your
youngest child. Special events and dates are
often missed due to newsletters not being
read, so be sure to look for it!
DCS’ website

www.duncanchristianschool.ca
Elementary teachers will send home classroom newsletters, or will have a classroom
website to keep in touch.
For secondary students an excellent communication tool is MyEducationBC, a webbased tool to check homework, find out about
missed school work, be informed about important dates, and student grades.
Please consider joining our Facebook, Instragram and Twitter accounts to keep informed
of school events and more!

We also have Professional Development
days in November and February when there
will be no classes for students.
The PLC dates and any school closure dates
can be found in the newsletter’s calendar as
well as on our website.

PARKING LOT PROCEDURES
MORNING DROP-OFF PROCEDURE
Please use the Beech Avenue entrance to
drop-off and pick up your child(ren). Upon
entering the school grounds in the morning,
turn left to drop off elementary students, using
the traffic circle and pulling up to the fence to
drop off your child(ren). For secondary students, turn right upon entering the school
grounds and head towards the secondary
entrance. If you need more time to drop off
your child(ren) please turn right upon entering
the parking lot and park across from the secondary building away from the traffic circles.

DCS Student Dress - Personal clothing is a
matter of individual taste; however, how students dress reveals much about their attitude
toward life and their respect for themselves,
their peers and for God. Students should
dress appropriately for school with emphasis
on neatness, cleanliness and modesty.
While dress need not be formal, it should not
be recreation or beachwear casual. Keep it
comfortable and appropriate to the school
setting. The following is given as a guideline:

 All shirts must have sleeves. Sleeveless
shirts and tank tops are not permitted,
unless worn over top of a sleeved shirt (for
example, a student might wear a basketball jersey on top of a t-shirt).

 Pajamas are not appropriate wear for
school.

 Flip Flops are not appropriate footwear for
elementary school. Socks must be worn
with secure fitting athletic sandals.

AFTER SCHOOL PICK-UP
In the afternoon we revert to the parking
spaces for the full length of the parking lot.
We ask that you back in to your parking
spot please.
A reminder that the parking lot off Chesterfield
Street is for staff parking only and not for drop
off or pick up of students. Also, secondary
students who drive to school are to park
against the fence or in the Pentecostal parking lot.

 Shirt collar/neckline must cover cleavage.

SECONDARY TIMETABLE
08:30
Warning bell

ELEMENTARY TIMETABLE
08:30
Warning bell

 Undergarments are not to be showing

08:35 - 09:59 Block 1

08:30 - 09:15 (45min) Block 1

09:59 - 10:07 Morning break

09:15 - 10:00 (45 min) Block 2

10:07 - 11:25 Block 2
11:25 - 12:06 Lunch

10:00 - 10:20
Recess-Snack
10:20 - 11:05 (45 min) Block 3

12:06 - 01:24 Block 3

11:05 - 11:50 (45 min) Block 4

If you want to find out more about DCS happenings please contact:
Beverlee Caron
Manager of Communications and Marketing
bcaron@duncanchristian.com
250-746-3654 ext. 2113

BELL SCHEDULE

01:24 - 01:32 Afternoon Break

11:50 - 12:35 (45 min) Block 5

01:32 - 02:50 Block 4

12:35 - 01:20

Lunch

01:20 - 02:05 (45min) Block 6
Wednesday chapel schedule slightly different - lunch break approximately 11:55-12:27

02:05 - 02:50 (45min) Block 7

The warning bell for both schools will ring at 8:30am, with the first class beginning at 8:35am.
Students are considered late if they are not in their desks at 8:35am.
Students will be dismissed for the day at 2:50pm, except on PLC early dismissal days when
students will be dismissed at 12:30pm.

 Bottom of shirt must at least touch top of
pants. Midriffs are not to be seen.

 Skirts and shorts are to be no shorter than
mid-thigh. You must be able to sit and
bend appropriately.

 Offensive slogans or pictures are not permitted (i.e. alcohol, drug, sex, bad language…)

 Secondary students may wear hats and
hoodies appropriately during school
hours. Any student wearing a hat that either has an inappropriate message, or is
worn inappropriately, will be asked to remove it.

 Regulations regarding dress and hairstyles in the shop, home economics lab,
and science labs must be followed to ensure safety.

 Students will be provided with appropriate
clothing if they cannot produce it themselves.

 Repeated offenses will result in a meeting
with administration.

