NEWSLETTER

February 7, 2018
SECONDARY PARENT TEACHER
CONFERENCES and
REPORT CARDS
Secondary Parent/Teacher conferences will be held by appointment on
Thursday, February 22 (after school
& evening).
We encourage parents to visit with
teachers to discuss the progress of
their children. Please fill in the ParentTeacher interview scheduling form with
your requested interview times. Drop
in’s also welcomed and will be fit into the
interview schedule as teachers are
available. An interview request form
will be emailed home soon and also
attached to report cards being sent
home on February, 14.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
DAYS COMING SOON
February 9 is a full day Pro D Day—
no classes.
February 12 is Family Day—school
closed
February 13 is VI Professional Development Day—no classes
CUPCAKE SALE!!
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH
The Senior Girls Basketball Team’s Annual
Cupcake Sale is coming up on Friday, February 16th. Cupcakes
are a $1 each and will
be sold at both campuses.
We confess that Christ is Lord of all and He calls us, in community, to equip students for a life of discipleship as stewards of His creation.

ELEMENTARY SKATING
One skating session left on
Thursday, February 8
10:45 - 11:45

K, 1, 2, 3, and 4

ELEMENTARY FORMAL DAY—FEBRUARY 14
For Valentine’s Day on Wednesday, February
14, we are inviting students and staff to dress
up “formally” for the day.

February 8

Kind, Gr. 1, 2, 3, and 4 Skating

February 9

Pro D Day—No Classes

February 12

Family Day—School Closed

MUSIC FESTIVAL—FEBRUARY 20 AND 22

February 13

The Lower Elementary and Upper Elementary Choirs are going to the Music
Festival at the Cowichan Performing Arts Theater in the Island Savings
Center on Tuesday, Feb. 20 - morning.

VI Professional Development
Day—No Classes

February 14

Secondary Report Cards
Valentines Day
Elementary Formal Dress-up Day

February 15

100 Day Celebration—Lower Elem
Preschool FT to Island Ford
Grade 7 Bball Tourn @ DCS/QMS

February 16

Gala Early Bird Draw Deadline

February 20

Music Festival—Lower and Upper
Elem Choir

February 21

FT Preschool to Save on Foods

February 22

Sec. P/T Conferences 3:00-7:30pm

February 26

Preschool FT to Firehall

March 1

Re-Registration 8:00am—7:00pm

March 2

PLC Afternoon—Early Dismissal
Re-Registration-8:00am—1:00pm
Drama Retreat

March 3

Drama Retreat

Dress up in your favourite dress, skirt and ties!

The Grade 3/4 recorder class and the Notable Band are sharing their music
at the Music Festival on Thursday, Feb. 22 - morning.
Everyone is invited to come watch, there is a minimal fee at the door. Contact Tamarae Alyward with any questions talyward@duncanchristian.com
RE-REGISTRATION DAYS—COMING SOON

Re-Registration Day
Thursday, March 1 from 8:00am to 7:00pm
Friday, March 2 from 8:00am to 1:00pm
Staff will be available during the re-registration times above to answer any
questions and to assist you with re-registration forms and tuition. Packages will be
going home soon.
Class lists will be made on a first come, first served basis. After March 2, 2018,
depending on available space within a class, new families will be given the
opportunity to place their child(ren) at DCS..

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

March 9

Elementary Report Cards

Preschool Registrations are now open for the Fall of 2018. Packages are
available at the Elementary School Office are from Preschool.

March 10

DCS Gala 2018

If you have questions please do not hesistate to contact our Preschool
Director, Darlene Brandsma at dbrandsma@duncanchristian.com or the
Elementary office.

March 14-21
March 16
March 17-April 2
April 3

Trip to Quebec
Last day before Spring Break
Spring Break
First Day of Class After Break

SPRING GALA—ELEMENTARY CLASS PARTICIPATION
As the Spring Gala approaches, our teachers and their classes are planning
how their classes can support the Spring Gala Fundraiser. As plans
emerge, classroom notices will come home. Please note the deadline for
donated items is March 6.
STUDENT BUS RIDERS
Please notify the school office if your child has friends riding home with
them or if there is a change in bus stop. For safety reason students will only
be dropped off at their registered stop. Parents/guardians will need to contact the school office should a student need to be dropped off or picked up
at another stop. The office will need to contact the driver to inform them of
the change, so please give enough notice for this to happen.

Future Dates :
PLC Friday and Early Dismissal (12:30pm):
March 2, May 11.
Pro D Days—School Closed: February 9 and 13, April 20
Secondary End Of Year Dates:
June 14 Secondary Awards Ceremony
June 15 Last day of High School Classes
June 18-22 Secondary Study & Summer School Wk
June 18-25 Secondary Exams
June 26 Grade 12 Graduation
Elementary End Of Year Dates:
June 20 Grade 7 Recognition Evening
June 21 Elementary Last Day of Classes

DCS GALA 2018 TICKETS AVAILABLE
BUY YOUR TICKETS EARLY AND ENTER THE EARLY BIRD DRAW!

Tickets for
The DCS Gala
March 10, 2018
are now on sale!!
We are delighted to offer our
“Early Bird” draw which is a
generous $50 gift certificate
to the fabulous Bridgeman’s
Bistro!!
Deadline for the Early Bird
Draw is Feb 16,2018.
Tickets are $30.00 each.

SCHOOL CHAPELS
ELEMENTARY
Wednesdays at 1:20pm
Elementary Gymnasium
Families are welcome to join us.
February 7—Guest Speaker (2:05 pm)
February 14–Grade 4/3 Mrs. Veenstra
February 21-Camp Qwanoes
February 28—Grade 3/4 Mrs. Dunn
March 7—Easter Chapel
As special events sometimes change the time
for chapel, you may want to call the school
office to check before you come.
SECONDARY
Wednesdays at 11:00am
Pentecostal Church

Proceeds this year are going
to provide equipment for our
work experience, trades and
applied skills programs.

CUPCAKE DELIEVERS!
The Senior Girls Basketball team is
happy to make and deliver cupcakes to
your son/daughter on their birthday or
any other special occasion.
You choose the flavour and icing!
Cost is by donation.
To make an order, email
mnederlof@duncanchristian.com
WINTER ROADS—SCHOOL CLOSURE
INFORMATION
When snow or severe winter weather is in the forecast, you can find out if there is a school
closure by:
A.) Checking Jeremy Tinsley’s Twitter feed:
https://twitter.com/jertinsley (you don’t have to sign
up for Twitter to view his posts) or follow him on
Twitter@JerTinsley to receive regular
notifications about other great stuff happening at
DCS. Post by 6:15am.
B.) Alternatively, you can listen to the radio if you
have access to 89.7 Juice FM, or check the DCS
facebook page.
Please note: Phone calls will not be made home in
the event of a school closure due to extreme winter
weather and road conditions.
If the closure happens while school is in session, an
announcement will be made to 89.7 Juice FM,
Twitter, as well as phone calls home to parents to
pick up their children. Phone calls will first be made
to bus students and then to non-bus student families.

DCSS DRAMA PRODUCTION

The cast of the upcoming DCS drama production is excited to present Narnia: The Musical. We will be performing at
the Cowichan Performing Arts Center on May 4th and 5th, with tickets on sale, available now.

Based on C.S. Lewis’s book, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, the
story follows four young British children who stumble into the mythical
land of Narnia. They soon learn that this land is held captive by a never
ending winter. They then discover that they are the key to freeing Narnia
from its curse, and must decide if they will risk their lives to help.
We are bringing something new this year. As well as the two evening
showings, we will also be performing a matinee the afternoon of Saturday
the 5th. Our Director, Greg Hollett, intends to make the matinee more
family friendly, with an earlier showtime and less intensity in a few scenes,
all the while keeping the magic of the original.
Starting this January, practices are ramping up, and we are working hard
to display the magic of the story, the innocence, the treachery, the redemption. And we are all looking forward to sharing these themes with
you.
By Pierson Atsma
DONATION AND TUITION RECEIPTS
Charitable Tax Receipts for current families will be available for pickup on
March 1 and 2 at re-registration. Any receipts not picked up by March 2
will be mailed on March 5.
Receipts for donors, grandparents and previous families will be mailed on
Feb. 28. If you would like to pick up your receipt in person, please contact Stacey Green by February 27 at the school 250-746-3654 or via
email sgreen@duncanchristian.com.

DCS CHARGERS’ SPORT NEWS!
BC Christian Sr. Girls Basketball Championship in
Chilliwack

Duncan Christian Jr. Boys Bball Chargers are Central Van.
Is. Jr. B Champions!

Game 1—DCS 33 Heritage Christian 80
Jenna Bakker 10 points and 15 rebounds
Meaghan Russell 10 points and 5 steals
Kristine Williams 6 points
Player of the Game = Meaghan Russell

Congrats to the DCS Jr. Boys Bball team for defeating Brentwood B in the Final of the Central Van. Is. Jr. Boys B Basketball
Championship!

Game 2-DCS 49 Vernon Christian 30
Ebonie Elliott 14 points
Meaghan Russell 12 points, 5 assists, and 9 rebounds
Jaymie Brandsma 8 points
Kristine Williams 6 points
Player of the Game = Ebonie Elliott

Brentwood defeated Cowichan in the other semi-final 34 - 33

DCS defeated Brookes Shawnigan in one semi-final 63 - 33

Cowichan defeated Brookes Shawnigan 52 - 46 in the Bronze
medal game.
DCS defeated Brentwood in the Gold medal game 33 - 30

Game 3-DCS 41 Maple Ridge Christian School 40
Jaymie Brandsma 13 points
Meaghan Russell 8 points and 6 assists
Ebonie Elliott 7 points
Jenna Bakker 7 points and 11 rebounds
Zoe Wall 10 rebounds
Player of the Game = Jaymie Brandsma

Cowichan was voted Most
Sportsmanlike Team by the Officials

DCS came in ranked 11 and beat #10 and #8 to finish 9th.

Junior Boys Basketball CVIAA
Junior Boys Basketball Championship

BC Christian Player of the
Game Recipients

Congrats Coach Arnie and the
DCS Jr. Boys Bball team!

Absent: Charlie Morris and Jordan Day who were absent today
due to illness.

Times-Colonist 10K run - Sunday, April 29
Glenlyon Norfolk School Island Showdown Sr. Boys
Basketball Tournament
DCS vs. West Point Grey Academy 46 - 48
Josaia 24 points and 9 rebounds
Ben 4 steals
Matt 5 steals
Player of the Game = Josaia Nolin
DCS vs. Unity 44 - 61
Ben K 15 pts and 7 rebounds
Matt 6 pts and 3 steals
Jordan 8 pts
Player of the Game = Ben
Kapteyn
DCS vs. NCS 63 - 40
Jordan Wilson 6 3 pointers 18
pts
Josaia 14 pts 9 rebounds
Vince 10 pts
Ben 9 rebounds
GNS Island Showdown Player
Matt 5 steals
of the Game Recipients
Player of the Game = Jordan
Wilson

Come out and join the Duncan Christian School team!
Team Captain, Chris Muller is already signed up and is ready to
run!
Register before noon on April 6 (to take advantage of a reduced
price) online at:
https://raceroster.com/events/2018/14562/29th-annual-tc10k/
register
Questions:
Please contact Chris Muller cmuller@duncanchristian.com
or Tom Veenstra tveenstra@duncanchristian.com

KEEPING IN TOUCH

PLC AFTERNOONS

DRESS CODE FOR K-12

The school newsletter will be sent out the
first and third Wednesday of every month
during the school year to keep our community
informed about school programs, dates and
special events and so on.

PLC refers to our efforts to create a
“Professional Learning Community” that is
dedicated to continuous improvement in students’ learning. At DCS, it is our Vision to
“strive to meet the needs of every child...”
In striving to fulfill this vision, DCS will have
early dismissals on some Fridays throughout
the school year. This time will be used by
staff to explore themes and issues that will
lead to direct improvement in teaching practices. By improving teaching practices we
will be able to achieve a central purpose of
our professional learning community, which is
to improve student learning.

In recent years the clothing industry has exploited the liberal attitudes in society toward
morality and has “increasingly relied on the
explicit sexualization of both men and women
to sell products.” (Sexualized Images in
Advertising by Jane Tallim Media Awareness Network May 2003). This trend is manifested in the cultural acceptance of low cut
jeans and exposed midriffs in young women
and in the various messages silk-screened on
t-shirts. The underlying principles of the DCS
dress code are respect for self and others,
propriety, humility and modesty.

Newsletters are sent home via email. For
those families who do not have email or who
request a paper copy, a paper copy will be
sent home backpack express with your
youngest child. Special events and dates are
often missed due to newsletters not being
read, so be sure to look for it!
DCS’ website

www.duncanchristianschool.ca
Elementary teachers will send home classroom newsletters, or will have a classroom
website to keep in touch.
For secondary students an excellent communication tool is MyEducationBC, a webbased tool to check homework, find out about
missed school work, be informed about important dates, and student grades.
Please consider joining our Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts to keep informed
of school events and more!

We also have Professional Development
days in November and February when there
will be no classes for students.
The PLC dates and any school closure dates
can be found in the newsletter’s calendar as
well as on our website.

PARKING LOT PROCEDURES
MORNING DROP-OFF PROCEDURE
Please use the Beech Avenue entrance to
drop-off and pick up your child(ren). Upon
entering the school grounds in the morning,
turn left to drop off elementary students, using
the traffic circle and pulling up to the fence to
drop off your child(ren). For secondary students, turn right upon entering the school
grounds and head towards the secondary
entrance. If you need more time to drop off
your child(ren) please turn right upon entering
the parking lot and park across from the secondary building away from the traffic circles.

DCS Student Dress - Personal clothing is a
matter of individual taste; however, how students dress reveals much about their attitude
toward life and their respect for themselves,
their peers and for God. Students should
dress appropriately for school with emphasis
on neatness, cleanliness and modesty.
While dress need not be formal, it should not
be recreation or beachwear casual. Keep it
comfortable and appropriate to the school
setting. The following is given as a guideline:

 All shirts must have sleeves. Sleeveless
shirts and tank tops are not permitted,
unless worn over top of a sleeved shirt (for
example, a student might wear a basketball jersey on top of a t-shirt).

 Pajamas are not appropriate wear for
school.

 Flip Flops are not appropriate footwear for
elementary school. Socks must be worn
with secure fitting athletic sandals.

AFTER SCHOOL PICK-UP
In the afternoon we revert to the parking
spaces for the full length of the parking lot.
We ask that you back in to your parking
spot please.
A reminder that the parking lot off Chesterfield
Street is for staff parking only and not for drop
off or pick up of students. Also, secondary
students who drive to school are to park
against the fence or in the Pentecostal parking lot.

 Shirt collar/neckline must cover cleavage.

SECONDARY TIMETABLE
08:30
Warning bell

ELEMENTARY TIMETABLE
08:30
Warning bell

 Undergarments are not to be showing

08:35 - 09:59 Block 1

08:30 - 09:15 (45min) Block 1

09:59 - 10:07 Morning break

09:15 - 10:00 (45 min) Block 2

10:07 - 11:25 Block 2
11:25 - 12:06 Lunch

10:00 - 10:20
Recess-Snack
10:20 - 11:05 (45 min) Block 3

12:06 - 01:24 Block 3

11:05 - 11:50 (45 min) Block 4

01:24 - 01:32 Afternoon Break

11:50 - 12:35 (45 min) Block 5

01:32 - 02:50 Block 4

12:35 - 01:20

If you want to find out more about DCS happenings please contact:
Beverlee Caron
Manager of Communications and Marketing
bcaron@duncanchristian.com
250-746-3654 ext. 2113

BELL SCHEDULE

Lunch

01:20 - 02:05 (45min) Block 6
Wednesday chapel schedule slightly different - lunch break approximately 11:55-12:27

02:05 - 02:50 (45min) Block 7

The warning bell for both schools will ring at 8:30am, with the first class beginning at 8:35am.
Students are considered late if they are not in their desks at 8:35am.
Students will be dismissed for the day at 2:50pm, except on PLC early dismissal days when
students will be dismissed at 12:30pm.

 Bottom of shirt must at least touch top of
pants. Midriffs are not to be seen.

 Skirts and shorts are to be no shorter than
mid-thigh. You must be able to sit and
bend appropriately.

 Offensive slogans or pictures are not permitted (i.e. alcohol, drug, sex, bad language…)

 Secondary students may wear hats and
hoodies appropriately during school
hours. Any student wearing a hat that either has an inappropriate message, or is
worn inappropriately, will be asked to remove it.

 Regulations regarding dress and hairstyles in the shop, home economics lab,
and science labs must be followed to ensure safety.

 Students will be provided with appropriate
clothing if they cannot produce it themselves.

 Repeated offenses will result in a meeting
with administration.

