NEWSLETTER

November 7, 2018
Sacrifice and Kingdom Building
Jeremy Tinsley, Principal
There are times in life when personal sacrifice is needed in order to do the right thing. For those men and women who have
served in the armed forces and protected our freedoms in the
name of justice, we are deeply grateful. Many have come before us and stood up for what is right, stood out against evil and
oppression, and many have lost their lives fighting for such a
cause. This Remembrance Day we honour them.

What incredible trust he was placing in us.
Several years after joining our school, a secondary student was
baptized in the Cowichan River. She then went on to share her
testimony in Mexico in front of her classmates and the Mexican
people at a church service during a Mexico Missions Trip.
We need to care about these stories. God will speak truth to you
through the stories of those people who have the courage to
share them.

Being part of Kingdom building is tough work, but so deeply
good. Kingdom building involves actively trying to follow God’s
will in redeeming the world and building up His Kingdom on
earth here and now, rather than simply waiting out our lifetime in
order to get “home” into heaven one day. That kind of mindset
can sometimes lead to disengagement from the here and now.
However, God created the universe “good”, according to Genesis, and He intends to restore his good creation into a “new
earth” according to the book of Revelations. It doesn’t feel like
Creation is simply going to be tossed out like garbage. Kingdom
work is worth engaging in.

When we take the time to listen and understand, we recognize
the amazing opportunity God is gifting us to build relationships,
strengthen our communities, and bless our children through the
rich diversity present at DCS.

I’m grateful that DCS is open to being part of such Kingdom
building work. Hospitality is a sincerely biblical theme and we
seek to be a school who welcomes the stranger, where many
different types of students feel that they belong. We desire for
students to experience the love of Jesus here, whether for the
first time or the thousandth.

This Friday, November 9 is early dismissal at 12:30pm for
PLC afternoon.

Yes, engaging in Kingdom work means life is often not easy and
there are tough issues to deal with, but God didn’t put us here
for the “easy life”. Kingdom work may be tough, but it is good.
PLC AFTERNOON—EARLY DISMISSAL AND SCHOOL
CLOSED FOR REMEMBRANCE DAY

We are a school that seeks to engage the brokenness we see in
our community and world, rather than hide from it.
We are all part of this Christian school community. Should we
not be a people who demonstrate compassion and love to the
most wounded people who come through the school doors? The
fact that some of our families have even made it into the school
is incredible, once you hear their stories.
During an admissions meeting a couple years ago a grandfather, who was joining his daughter as she enrolled her children
at DCS, told me that today was the first time he had set foot in
any sort of Christian building or church since he left residential
school. The first time. Think about that. And now he was supporting the enrollment of his grandkids in a Christian school.

The school will be closed on Monday, November 12 for the
Remembrance Day statutory holiday.

We confess that Christ is Lord of all and He calls us, in community, to equip students for a life of discipleship as stewards of His creation.

GRADE 11 STUDENT AND PARENT MEETING
Mexico Missions Meeting for Grade 11 students and their
parents/guardians on Tuesday, November 27, at 4:30pm.
GRADE 11 WEST COAST MEMORY NIGHT
Please note that the Grade 11 WCT Memory Night has been changed to
Tuesday, November 27, at 7:00 pm
All hikers and chaperones are invited, along with their families and friends.

Elementary & Secondary Parent/Teacher Conferences
Thursday, November 29 - Friday, November 30, 2018
SECONDARY PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES:
We will be hosting an open house format in the elementary gym. The
secondary teachers will be sitting at desks around the gym from 3:15 to
5:30pm and 6:30 to 8:00pm on Thursday and from 9am-12pm on Friday.
Near the middle of the gym there will be a ‘waiting’ area for parents.
From there, parents move to an available teacher. We encourage parents to
bring their report card(s) to the conferences. We ask parents to respect the
10-15 minute time allotment for each teacher conference. This will help
reduce any wait times that might develop. We encourage parents to plan
their evening/morning accordingly if they have several teachers to see.
Remember, if you miss someone you can always book an appointment at
any time to see a teacher. We look forward to seeing you at parent/teacher
conferences. Secondary report cards will go home by Friday, November 23.
ELEMENTARY PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES:
Thursday, November 29, from 3:15-5:30pm, 6:30-8:00pm and on Friday,
November 30, from 9am– 12pm.
Elementary parents will have scheduled conferences at 15 minute intervals
on the above mentioned days and times. Forms will be going home soon
with all elementary students. On the provided form, we ask parents to indicate the time that would be best for them and return one form per family to
the elementary office.
Confirmation notices will go home with report cards on
Friday, November 23.
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO CLASSES FOR K-12 STUDENTS
ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30.
WINTER ROADS—SCHOOL CLOSURE
When snow or severe winter weather is in the forecast, you can find out if
there is a school closure by:
A.) Checking Jeremy Tinsley’s Twitter feed: https://twitter.com/jertinsley (you
don’t have to sign up for Twitter to view his posts) or follow him on Twitter@JerTinsley to receive regular notifications about other great stuff happening at DCS. Posted by 6:15am.
B.) Alternatively, you can listen to the radio if you have access to 89.7 Juice
FM, or check the DCS facebook page.
Please note: Phone calls will not be made home in the event of a school closure due to extreme winter weather and road conditions.
If the closure happens while school is in session, an announcement will be
made to 89.7 Juice FM and Twitter, as well as phone calls home to parents
to pick up their children. Phone calls will first be made to bus students and
then to non-bus student families.

November 7
Island Boys A Championship at NCS
November 9
PLC Early Dismissal of 12:30pm
November 12
School Closed for Remembrance Day Statutory
Holiday
November 15
Picture Retakes
November 16
Annual Christmas Bazaar
November 16-17
Island Girls Vball Championship @ NCS
November 19
Annual General Meeting @ 7:30pm
November 22-24
Provincial Boys Vball Championship in Prince
George
November 23
Elementary and Secondary Report Cards
November 27
Mexico Mission Meeting at 4:30pm
WCT Memory Night at 7:00pm
November 29
Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:15-5:30 and 6:308:00pm
November 30
Parent/Teacher Conferences 9:00-12:00pm
No Classes from K-12

SCHOOL CHAPELS
ELEMENTARY
Wednesdays at 1:20pm
Elementary Gymnasium
November 6—Remembrance Day
All School
Secondary Gym @ 2pm
November 14–Upper/Lower Grade Chapels
November 21-Grade 6 Hosting
November 28-Upper/Lower Grade Chapels
As special events sometimes change the time
for chapel, you may want to call the school
office to check before you come.
SECONDARY
Wednesdays at 11:00am
Pentecostal Church

PICTURE DAY

Picture retakes
are on
Thursday,
November 15.

We are excited to invite you to join us for

“For a Purpose”
Our DCS’ Annual Preschool to Grade 7
Elementary School
Christmas Production
Family and friends are welcome to join us.
Thursday, December 20, at 6:30pm
(doors open at 6:00pm)
Christian Reformed Church,
930 Trunk Rd., Duncan
We ask families to stay together,
out of aisles and back from the stage.
All students will sit with their parents for the concert
and
will be invited up when it is their class performance.
There will be a Good Will Offering taken with
proceeds going to the DCS 2018 Grade 12 Mexico
Mission House Build Project.
We look forward to a wonderful celebration of the
birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT (PART-TIME)
Duncan Christian School invites applications for a part-time
preschool assistant position for the 2018-19 school year. The
successful applicant would begin responsibilities as soon as
possible. This position will be 2 to 3 mornings per week.
We seek applicants who have a personal faith in Jesus, love to
build relationships with children and enjoy working together
with others to provide a supportive and welcoming school community for families from many backgrounds. Desired qualifications include:
Ability to work positively within a school environment
Experience and/or ability working with children aged 30
months - 5 years old
Ability to work cooperatively and with flexibility on a team
ECE training or willingness to complete one required ECE
course within the year
High school diploma is required; relevant college/university
coursework is an asset
To apply, please submit a cover letter, resume with references,
and a statement of your personal faith to Darlene Brandsma,
Preschool Director, at dbrandsma@duncanchristian.com
Staff at DCS must abide by the policies set forth in the
employment contract.

FUN FAIR

fun
Fair!!!

Prize centre closes at 6:15pm
CAKE DECORATING CONTEST

Volunteers
Needed

!

Sign-up
In the library

Cake
Decorating
Contest!!!

GRADE 3 AND 4 WHITE ELEPHANT SALE

Bring your cakes to the elementary
school foyer on
Friday, November 16…. (the morning of the
Bazaar) to be entered in our cake decorating
contest.
ALL contestants receive a prize.

Age categories 0-5, 6-9, 10-13, 14+

DCS Annual Bazaar is coming next month!
Grade 3 and 4's are collecting items for their white elephant sale.
We are hoping for things to sell such as, household items, good
toys, jewelry, books and other saleable items. Please bring items
to the grade 3/4 rooms.
Thanks so much!

DCS CHARGERS
DCS GRADE 8 - 12 GIRLS AND BOYS BASKETBALL IDENTIFICATION CLINICS ANNOUNCEMENT



Gr. 8 - 12 Boys on Monday, November 12 9:00—11:00am
Gr. 8 - 12 Girls on Wednesday, November 21 3:30—6:00 pm



If you are interested in playing Basketball this year at DCS,
please make every effort to be at this Basketball Identification
Clinic.
GIRLS
If you can't attend the clinic and you would like to play this year,
please let Mrs. Nederlof know, in person, or by
email mnederlof@duncanchristian.com .
BOYS
If you can't attend the clinic and you would like to play this year,
please let Jim Brandsma know, in person, or by email
jim@blacksheeppainting.ca .
2018 BOYS A SOCCER PROVINCIAL
CHAMPIONSHIP IS NOW HISTORY!

Volunteers at the field, for photos, around the school, at the banquet and the closing ceremonies were knowledgeable and helpful. They clearly knew their roles and had the information they needed.
You were well prepared with contingency plans, such as having
an alternate field ready to go when one became muddy.



The physios at the field were very valuable and appropriately
used. In our final game a player had a shoulder dislocated and having
the physio present until the ambulance show up was really appreciated. They were also able to deal with minor bumps and ankle twists so
coaches could focus on coaching and keep players in top condition. We came away from this tournament the healthiest ever – I do
attribute this to the quality of the fields and the physios being available
to assist.



City workers were around and making sure fields and facilities
were ready to go in advance of games to start the day.



The banquet was the right length, the food was perfect for teenage
boys and getting through serving 300 people, the speaker was entertaining and had kids still talking the next day, recognizing the Gr.12’s
from all teams was a classy move, as was having the Commissioner’s
‘11’ come up.



The gift of some salmon for the coach’s at the opening meeting on
Wednesday night.



The closing ceremony was an actual ceremony when it has often
been an after thought at the previous provincials we have attendA HUGE THANK YOU to all of you for helping
ed. Again very classy to recognize all teams that remained keeping in
make this one of the best, if not the best, Provin- mind the timeline that we had to reach the ferry.
The little extras like the organization on the two photo opportunities
cial Soccer Championships ever!
(Attitude Posters provided by Forever Photography), banners at the
Our tournament committee led by DCS supporter extraordinaire, field that we got to take away

Henrietta Groenendijk and amazing team members Arnie
Hengstler and Carol Kapteyn, combined with an army of very
supportive parents, staff, Admin and students, put together a
super successful Championship.
Our students played very important roles in...
* Tournament set up and take down at all 4 locations.
* hosting at each tournament site - making coaches and officials
and physio volunteers comfortable.
* Match sheet record keeping and the forwarding of results
* Player of the Game presentations at the end of each game
For a complete re-cap of the Provincials, please check out the
INCREDIBLE Provincial website created by Joel Duifhuis (DCS
Grad) and business owner of Zineer Media.
www.soccer2018.ca/

There are things I am forgetting but so many little extras that made it a
special Provincial’s. These things don’t happen by accident and it was
very evident the amount of thought and planning that went into preparing for this event.
A big thank you to the organizing committee but also the school and all
the others that were working behind the scenes. It was my first overnight trip to Duncan and won’t be my last. I have a wonderful memory
Duncan, as I am sure others will as well. The bar has been raised for
others hosting in the future."

DCS Provincial Player of the Game Awards and
Commissioner's 11 Award

Also check out this very affirming email from the Athletic
Director(Scott Spurgeon) at Meadowridge School
"There were so many details taken care of exceptionally well, and
based on the three previous soccer provincials we have attended this
was by far the best... In discussion with our coaches and players these
are the things that stood out for us:



The information came out in an organized and timely manner. What was required was clearly communicated. It helped us plan
our trip and made our parents more comfortable in sending students
away for three nights.



The text system of receiving score updates was awesome and
appreciated by both teams and parents & staff who couldn’t make the
trip over to the island for the event.



The website was quickly updated and valuable in figuring out who
you could end up playing and keeping up to date on how others were
doing.

From Left to Right: Coach Muller, Vincent Fernandez, Andrew Young, Ben
Henry (Commissioner's 11 award), Josh Greir, Elias Floucault, Ben Kapteyn,
Coach Smith

Tom Veenstra 250-510-7311
Duncan Christian School www.duncanchristianschool.ca/

