NEWSLETTER

May 1, 2019
This Fall we would like to welcome back the Allison Croswell,
Sharlene Eberle, and Karen McNab, all of whome have previously taught at DCS,
My name is Allison Croswell
and I am excited to be joining
the DCS teaching staff in the
2019-2020 school year as the
Grade 1 teacher. My husband
and I have been in the Cowichan Valley for the past 12
years and before that I lived in
Alberta, where I grew up. My
husband is a pastor in the Cowichan Valley at North Cowichan
Alliance Church, and our three
children attend DCS in grades
5, 3 and Kindergarten.
I have spent the last 10
years supporting families
who school at home, working with Regent Christian
Online Academy. During
that time I taught Kindergarten and Grade 1 in our
Community classes, coordinated and organized teachers and curriculum at these
classes, and spent time
overseeing 10-15 families.
Before that I taught Kindergarten and Grade 4 here at
DCS, as well as Kindergarten and Grade 1 with Edmonton Public Schools at the start of my teaching career.
My family and I love spending time in the outdoors, hiking, biking, boating and playing sports of any kind at the field near our
home. I love gardening and reading, and I am part of a monthly

book club reading a large variety of literature and genres. In the
past few years I have started a new hobby, refinishing furniture,
and I have found it has become a passion of mine!
I am so thankful for the DCS community, who have welcomed
our children this past year so warmly. I have been blessed by
the staff, families, chapel times and academics that our children
have encountered and I am thrilled to be a part of that as I join
the teaching team next year! I truly believe God has led me to
this position and I am excited for what He has in store for my
family and I in this next season of life!
Blessings,
Allison Croswell

After having babies last July, Sharlene Eberle and Karen
McNab are excited to be teaching Grade 2 together for the upcoming school year!
Mrs. Eberle has taught Grade 2 at DCS since 2013 and Mrs.
McNab has taught at DCS over the past 12 years as a primary
teacher and as a teacher-on-call. They look forward to seeing
what God has planned for them in their teaching and in their
families this year as they work together to explore and learn
about God’s amazing world with the grade twos.

We confess that Christ is Lord of all and He calls us, in community, to equip students for a life of discipleship as stewards of His creation.

NEW PLAYGROUND PROJECT FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Thank you to all the families, grandparents, staff and supporters of DCS
who attended last week's spaghetti dinner fundraiser in support of this summer's new playground project! With your generous support, we raised
$6000 during the evening towards two new playgrounds.
Please consider supporting this project! A playground brings people together and helps to build a strong community, both within the school as well as
our surrounding neighborhood! This is a $110,000 project and will result in
two playgrounds being built, one that includes preschool and lowerelementary children, and a second for upper elementary children.

May 2

Island Badminton Championship

May 3

Grade 3 and 4 to Capernwray

Donations may be dropped off at the school or contributed online at
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/6394 or through the "Donate Now" link on the
DCS website: www.duncanchristianschool.ca/support/

May 3 & 4

DCS Drama Production

May 9-10

Island Girls Soccer Championship

CLASS PICTURES AND ALL SCHOOL PICTURE

May 10

PLC Afternoon—Early Dismissal

The all school picture and class pictures will be on Wednesday, May 15. The
photographer will be here early morning to begin class pictures.

May 10 & 11 DCS Drama Production
May 15-16

Island Track Championship

PLC AFTERNOON—Early Dismissal

May 15

Class Photos and All School Pic

PLC (12:30pm Early Dismissal) Afternoon on Friday, May 10.

May 16

Showcase Fiesta

PROPOSED BLUE BUS PROGRAM AT DUNCAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

May 17

Grade 5 FT to Horne Lake Caves

May 20

Victoria Day—School Closed

May 24

Grandfriends’ Day

May 30-Jun 1 Prov. Girls Soccer
Track Championship
Badminton Championship

In April of 2017, Cowichan Tribes invited Youth for Christ (YFC) to work with
8-12 year old youth in the Mulaqw and Boys road area. Since then we have
seen youth respond to the gospel, which is fantastic but we would also like to
see youth and their families find their way to local churches. In an effort to
connect with older teens we plan to work with Duncan Christian School
(DCS) to run a Monday after school program for high school students. Parental permission is required. Our tentative start date is Monday May 27th
and we hope to run until June 17th. The program will be held in the Blue
Bus and on the grounds of DCS on Mondays from 3:00 - 4:30 pm. Initially,
we will set the maximum attendance at 20 and then as new volunteers join
our team, we will increase the group size.
Our plan is for this to be a youth discipleship group that focuses on developing leadership for our Monday evening program and for future ministries.
Initially, the program will focus on getting to know youth and allowing them to
get to know us. Our regular program will include healthy snacks, a Bible devotion, scripture memory, games, sports, crafts, indigenous language and
possibly service projects. Youth input will help to shape the program. As the
group gains momentum we will be exploring other options with parents and
DCS. We will make a final decision about whether we will go ahead with
our program on May 13th. This will be subject to meeting the DCS requirements, including finding suitable screened volunteers. People interested in
volunteering can contact myself, Rick Wismer 250-216-8287
or rick@yfcvictoria.com, or Wally Bidwell 250-709-8524.

May 31

Grade 4-7 Track Meet

June 13-14
June 13
June 14
June 17-24
June 19
June 20
June 25

Mandatory Overnight WCT Practice Hike
Secondary Awards
Secondary Last Day of Classes
Secondary Exams and Projects
Grade 7 Recognition
Elementary Last Day of Classes
Grade 12 Graduation

SCHOOL CHAPELS
ELEMENTARY
Wednesdays at 1:20pm
Elementary Gymnasium
May 1—K-7 Chapel at Pentecostal Church
May 8—Upper and Lower Grade Chapels
May 15—Upper and Lower Grade Chapels
May 22– Grade 2
As special events sometimes change the time
for chapel, you may want to call the school
office to check before you come.
SECONDARY
Wednesdays at 11:00am
Pentecostal Church

DRESS CODE FOR K-12
In recent years the clothing industry has exploited the
liberal attitudes in society toward morality and has
“increasingly relied on the explicit sexualization of both
men and women to sell products.” (Sexualized Images
in Advertising by Jane Tallim Media Awareness
Network May 2003). This trend is manifested in the
cultural acceptance of low cut jeans and exposed midriffs in young women and in the various messages silkscreened on t-shirts. The underlying principles of the
DCS dress code are respect for self and others, propriety, humility and modesty.

PARKING OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL GATES
We ask drivers to be respectful of our school neighbours when parking to
drop off and pick up students. Please allow our neighbours to come and go
freely from their own properties by not blocking their driveways. Thank you.
VANCOUVER ISLAND HEALTH UPDATE

DCS Student Dress - Personal clothing is a matter of
individual taste; however, how students dress reveals
much about their attitude toward life and their respect
for themselves, their peers and for God. Students
should dress appropriately for school with emphasis on
neatness, cleanliness and modesty. While dress need
not be formal, it should not be recreation or beachwear
casual. Keep it comfortable and appropriate to the
school setting. The following is given as a guideline:

 All shirts must have sleeves. Sleeveless shirts and
tank tops are not permitted, unless worn over top of
a sleeved shirt (for example, a student might wear a
basketball jersey on top of a t-shirt).

 Pajamas are not appropriate wear for school.

Measles Catch up for Students in
Kindergarten to Grade 4
Watch for immunization consent packages for students in kindergarten to grade
4 who are behind on their immunizations. Students will be offered immunizations at a public health office. Parent(s), guardians or representatives will be
required to accompany students to the public health immunization appointment.
Students who are up to date on their immunizations will receive a record of immunization. Please keep this record to provide to your child’s school this fall.
First Nations children who receive health services in their communities may be
able to access immunization records and services at their Community Health
Centers.
Please contact the local Health Unit at 250-709-3050 and ask to speak with Pat
or Kate if you have any questions.

PROJECTED ELEMENTARY TEACHER PLACEMENTS
Re-registration for the fall is winding up, new admissions are in progress,
and Administration has begun the planning stages for the next school year.
For those elementary parents who may be wondering, we would like to
share with you the projected elementary school homeroom teacher placements. Please note at this time the placements are tentative and may be
subject to changing.
Preschool (Full-Days and Part-time): Darlene Brandsma
Kindergarten: Isabelle Castella
Grade 1: Allison Croswell
Grade 2: Sharlene Eberle & Karen McNab (Team-teaching)
Grade 3/4: Darlene Rempel
Grade 3/4: Christie Dunn
Grade 5: Greg Hollett
Grade 6: Sandy Veenstra
Grade 7: Michelle Nederlof

 Flip Flops are not appropriate footwear for school.
Socks must be worn with secure fitting athletic sandals.

 Shirt collar/neckline must cover cleavage.
 Bottom of shirt must at least touch top of pants.
Midriffs are not to be seen.

 Skirts and shorts are to be no shorter than midthigh. You must be able to sit and bend appropriately.

 Offensive slogans or pictures are not permitted (i.e.
alcohol, drug, sex, bad language…)

 Undergarments are not to be showing
 Secondary students may wear hats and hoodies
appropriately during school hours. Any student
wearing a hat that either has an inappropriate message, or is worn inappropriately, will be asked to
remove it.

 Regulations regarding dress and hairstyles in the
shop, home economics lab, and science labs must
be followed to ensure safety.

 Students will be provided with appropriate clothing if
they cannot produce it themselves.

 Repeated offenses will result in a meeting with administration

.

DCS Chargers Sports—Spring Sports
VANCOUVER ISLAND HIGH SCHOOL BEACH OPEN will be
on June 1st this year in Parksville. Registration is now open and
is starting to fill up. Last year we had 160+ teams, but did have
to turn away a number of teams.
http://www.volleyballbc.ca/registration.asp

WEST COAST TRAIL (WCT) 2019
MANDATORY HIKES AND PREPARATION EVENTS:
Months of May - Practice hikes during PE classes
Monday, June 3 – 3:00 – 6:30pm Mt. Tzouhalem Hike (Must
carry some sort of 30lb+ pack) - Meet at the white church parking lot on Tzouhalem Road at 3:15 – get picked up at the same
place)
Tuesday, June 4 – Second and final $200.00 Payment Due.
Thursday/Friday, June 13/14 – Mandatory Overnight Cowichan River Footpath Hike – Depart: 4:00pm. Return: 8:00am
Friday. All student Hikers are expected to be at school on Friday! All Parent Chaperones interested in going on the WCT
should try to be at this hike!
SUMMER PRACTICE HIKES - HIGHLY RECOMMENDED:
Sunday, August 11* – Heart Lake in Ladysmith
Meet at DCSS at 1:00 PM. We should be back at DCSS by
6:00pm at the latest.

Please note: the Grade 6-8 Boys division is now triples and the
athletes do NOT need to be from the same school. The hope is
this will increase the number of participants in this age group.
DCS BASKETBALL PLAYERS:
Annual Summer Passion Sports Basketball Camp will take
place Tues. Aug. 6 to Fri. Aug. 9 at DCS. More information coming soon!
We are looking for TEAM MOMS AND DADS for our Spring
Sports teams. Duties could include: helping to arrange transportation to and from events/games or the organization and care
of team uniforms. Please contact Tom Veenstra, if you are interested.
PRESS RELEASE:
DCS CHARGERS TRACK TEAM HITS THE PODIUM AND
GET PB'S AT BC CHRISTIAN CHAMPIONSHIP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Gdh9K4QRmfoBV7WkijZC46YjsK4aY4_
4 Members of the DCS Chargers Track team traveled to Rotary
Stadium, Abbotsford last week Thursday to compete at the BC
Christian Track Championship

Sunday, August 18* – Cowichan River Footpath – Glenora end
(by the gun range. Meet at DCSS at 1:00pm. We should be
back at DCSS by 6:00 PM at the latest.

Podium and Personal Best(PB) Performances!
Josh Grier - Jr Boys 200 m: (2nd) 24:31 PB; 100m final (1st)
11:84 (PB)
Morgan Nederlof - Sr. Girls long jump 3:96 m (2nd), shot put
Phone Email Mr. Veenstra tveeenstra@duncanchristian.com or 7.35 m (5th)
text 250-510-7311 or phone (748-0405) the day before to conJameson Hengstler - Jr. Boys shotput 11.32 m PB (1st) discus
firm your attendance on hikes
(5th) 24.0 m
Connor Hengstler- Jr. Boys shotput 10.29 m PB (3rd) discus
FINAL PREPARATIONS:
(4th) 25.5 m
Tuesday, September 3 – Mandatory Final WCT Meeting
Friday, September 6 - Mandatory ALL DAY Cow. River Footpath
Hike for students and chaperones - camp set-up, equipment
check etc. etc.
Monday, September 9 - Mandatory Chaperone Meeting
Wednesday, September 11 - Food Packaging
Thursday, September 12 - Mandatory Equipment Check/
Packing of all Backpacks
Saturday, September 14 - North 1 Group departs 5:30am
(sharp) from DCSS (return Friday, September 20)
Sunday, September 15 – South Group departs 6:30am (sharp)
from DCSS (return Saturday, September 21)
Monday, September 16 – North 2 Group departs 5:30am
(sharp) from DCSS (return Sunday, September 22)

Left to Right:
Coach Chris Muller, Morgan Nederlof, Connor Hengstler

COMMUNITY EVENTS

DID YOU BUY YOUR YEARBOOK?

ONLY
$45
WHILE
SUPPLIES
LAST!!!
PLEASE
PAY AT
THE
HIGH
SCHOOL

